
• 

h Days Stagecoac 
By F RANK BALL 

·f I periods of American histn-. t colol U h d . -" 
f the mas 'ke tagecoac nvers were ne 0 f the turnpl . I . b' h 

tile em a d dri ving skil , weanng Ig ats 
",a n" men wil'll tes t~ I t clothes. The stagecoaches we~ rou 

0 nd brig I h b 
1e.1 ther glove , a . d the horses were t e est money 
alway bright ly pal nlte k' ha rness adorned with bright rib-

nd the s ee h' 
could buy, a . ments S tagecoac es earned pas-

d tinkhng orna · f 
bons an to the extent 0 twenty pounds a 

and baggage f . ht d be 
sengers I this was classed as relg an came More t Ian . T . 
person. h a of some long freight wagon . ravelers m rt of t e carg f ' l . 
a,... . ' toll at ga tes spaced our ml es apart. The paid their own h b k . 
rice wa 6;1 cents a ga te if you boug t a 00 of tickets 

~fore you r trip. Separa te toll charges were ten cents 
tach. 

Giant freight wagons drawn by six sturdy horses, as 
was the tagecoach, pa sed frequent ly. They carried any
thing from the west that would elJ in the east, and any
thing from the east that wou ld ell on the other side of 
~ mountain . 

Plodding drove drivi ng thou and of cattle, sheep, 
L • . _, or turke to ea tern citi ha mpe red tra ffic to a 
~al attnt. nd tagecoache mu t run on chedu le. A 
1UJrt ~rh r 'ou ld be d' har ed quicker fo r fa il ing to 

h htdul than [Or being intoxi t d. For there 
COm hit n ,along th tumpik. a nd l rad must 
frby Tl 
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trad wouldn't dar jeopardize its social stand' b 
rnrnoclating teamst rs or drovers Not so ~~g y ae-

h 
we" r tood between the team~ters and wthl Cd a gap, 

I e rovers. 
\\'hil dth ber wkr wagon 7ta~ds and drover stands, yet 
the h3 en nown to mIx 10 case of necessity, 

Th 're wer many stand to a,ccommodate turnpike trave\. 
, _lret h [ the olel J ame RIver anel Kanawha t 'k ; " urnpl e 
f rt mile long In Kanawha County, West Virgin'a ' 

I 
' h' I • IS 

rec rdeel .5 , av ln g t Irty stands along it. 
The Jame R iver and Kanawha turnpike was the out

growth of the old J am:s River a,nd Kanawha Canal. The 
canal. tarted f rom RIchmond 10 1785, was intended to 
c the A ll eghenies by way of the James and Greenbrier 
Rive to connect wi th the Kanawha. The canal was stop
ped at Balcony Falls, Vi rginia . and the Virginia legisla
ture, in 1824, authorized the building of a ZOO-mile turn
pike acros the mountains to the Ohio River. By 1828, this 
turnpike had reached the Ohio at the mouth of the Big 

ndy River. 
Two gentlemen by the names of Caldwell and Surbough 

formed the fi rst tagecoach company along this road. They 
be n operating tage between Lewisburg and Charleston 
( \ t) Virginia, in \ 827 . A year later they extended 

ir lin to the Big and y. The fare f rom Lewisburg 

Chari ton \ a 7.00. 
Tri ' re made between the Big andy and Lewisburg 

Ulnoe tim w kly, By tra eling eventy to eight · miles 
chI! . hi di t n e ould be covered in two day and a 

U Thi d nc . -itated changes of horse of ten, 
T f r r m th m uth f ig and' to Gu ':Jndotte 

• l\ nt. t harl t n. 4. 0 ; to Lew' burg. 

Ih" drh r' I inn. b ~li-' in ex - of 
t1ltmy poi~nCl) n "Id rri at th rate 

h h"nd 
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b th 
some and expensive. People going 

T II gate were 0 er 
h 

'd'ng near a toll gate, were exempt 
I mi ll. r t oe resl I d h' "1 , t II t that gate Many abuse t IS pnvi ege. 
{rom pa Ing 0 a' h h' fi Id 
F:Jrm r oft n a llowed traffic to pass throug t elr e s, 
d turing to ll ga tes, for a less charge than toll gate 

ch. rgc , ' Th re were many colorful personalitles along the turn-
pike. The J ames River and Kanawha road had its "Jehu 
Jo" Perk in who li ved at Boomer in Fayette County, West 
\ ir in ia' it Leonard Turner who had his coach and horses , 
captured during the War Between the S tates ; and its slash-
in Die andever who drove the last stagecoach between 
Charle ton and Lew isburg in 1873 . And there were the 
inn proprietor who took prid e in serving their guests 
pro\'iding the be t conveniences ava ilable f or the period: 
fhen th re wer hopping place of differen t nature a ll 

alon the route. ne of the mo t noted stage stops was 
~; Id. t~~ Ta vern near Clifftop in F ayette County 

, \ Ir lOla , en ra l Lee and Ro ecran u ed the 
f Idln a h adqu. rt t diff rent tim during the \ ar 

. ·n lh t t th r n ta b! kno\\ nth \'e opped 
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